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Antiquarian hooks 





John Cale's great credit, both inside and outside the Velvet Underground, was to have 
found the inoculation dosage that would addict the music industry to SOUND without 
alienating one world from the other. But outside the "official" VU there was also an 
uncut version of the virus, incubated behind the slum walls of the 1960s Lower East 
Side, and maintained live in the liquid nitrogen of these insolently recorded reel-to- 
reel audiotapes, recorded and produced by Tony Conrad and now available in the 
Table of the Elements CD series, "New York in the 1960s." 

"The recordings in this three-disc series come from another underground, a deep vein of labor 
and experimentation that parallels Cale's time with the Velvets. It is jubilantly private music, 
made alone and with like-minded spirits - Tony Conrad, Sterling Morrison, original Velvets 
percussionist Angus MacLise - far from the hot light of the Velvets' public notoriety and the 
rough politics of Cale's relationship with Reed. And it is important music, an illuminating, 
heretofore unknown chapter in Cale's creative advance. 


JOHN 

CALE 


What is truly extraordinary about the sixteen performances spread across these three volumes 
is their explosive foresight. The florid distortion of Cale's guitar pieces and the tandem hull- 
elephant hum of his viola and Conrad's violin prefigure the aggressive majesty and expressive 
dissonance of punk rock, No Wave and the Transfigured Guitar movement led by Glenn Branca, 
Rhys Chatham and Sonic Youth. In his pulsing keyboard essays, Cale marries the grace and 
science of minimalism to the mainstream throb of rock & roll, a full decade ahead of Brian Eno 
and the Berlin-era David Bowie. When Cale tests the barriers of possibility in his tools - the 
guts of an abandoned piano, the jammed keys on an organ, the pause control of a Wollensak 
tape recorder - he generates a synthetic music that connects Edgard Varese, Henry Cowell and 
Karlheinz Stockhausen with contemporary electronica and turntablism. 

These recordings have been virtually unheard since they were made more than three decades 
ago. But their prescience is undeniable. So is their power and purity. Working in the shadows 
of both pop and art, building on discoveries and inventions from his life before and with the 
Velvets, Cale committed to tape a highly personal and exhilirating vision of the future of music. 
It now sounds like fact." - David Fricke, from the liner notes 
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"John Cale is rock's international traveler. His work is a trans-continental drift of 
moons and maps, seas and seachange, envoys and ennuL.his eye has spanned the 
globe and his mind ranged as far from rock's parochial trails as it's possible to 
get.his world is bounded only by the limits of his imagination. THE WIRE 

"This music is the intimate expression of a committed seeker, a strange magic 
finally heard in its humble seductive essence. ” - David Fricke, ROLLING STONE 


1960s 


Three discs produced from archival recordings by Tony Conrad, Buffalo NY, 2000 
Featuring Tony Conrad, Terry Jennings, Angus MacLise and Sterling Morrison 
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STAINLESS GAMELAN: 
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stress fractures 


Searching for a voice to call his own, John Wall combs entire CD collections for distinctive 
sounds to crunch into his compositions. Words: Will Montgomery Photo: Mattias Ek 







Racing to keep ail channels open between 
Bombay and London, between classical 
raags and the Asian rave diaspora, Talvin 
Singh has survived winning the Mercury 
Music Prize to become a paid-up member 
of music's world traveller class. Words: 
Peter Shapiro. Photos: Michele Thrriani 
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shimmer me timbres 

Intermedia is the message in Phill Niblock's amplified walls of sound, which have hypnotised 
musical pacesetters from Cage to Jim O’Rourke. Words: Rahma Khazam. Photos: Kareem Black 

















If jazz is the teacher, Ornette Coleman is the guru of the avant garde who set the timelines to 
the future with his democratic harmolodic anti-system and soundtrack to William Burroughs’s 
Naked Lunch. Now in his 70th year, Ben Watson finds him in New York preparing a new tour 























Unchained harmolodics: Ornette at concerts during the 90s 



























Tangents #5: The Blank Generation identified in Richard Hell’s notorious song was just a 
band aid on the yawning Void staring back at post-War artists trying to come to terms with the 
Holocaust and the Bomb. Alan Licht traces the connections between ‘blank film makeis and 
the music of The Velvets, The Stooges, Dylan, The Voidoids, The Sex Pistols and beyond 
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1975 was also the year of Bob Dylan’s Rolling Thunder 

white makeup (and on one occasion in a rubber Dylan 
mask he bought on 42nd Street!). Dunng this tour he 
was not so much performing as Bot “ 

character played by Bob Dylan. This is b 

dell'Arte (16th-18th century Italian popular theatre 
which used masks and improvised lines) but also by the 
subsequent film, directed by Dylan, made of and around 
the tour. That was the four hour Renaldo 6 Clam, in 
which the real Dylan plays a character named Renaldo 
and rockabilly singer Ronnie Hawkins plays 'Bob Dylan’. 
However, it is also quite likely that Robert Frank’s 1968 
film Me And My Brother, in which two actors play Frank, 
and one plays Julius Orlovsky (who also appears as 


‘silent opera’. The audience was intended to expenence 



dystopian swing from the 60s hippy utopia. Punk was 


Cochran, and their post-New Yoi 
The Hoople sound wa: 

McLaren's May 68/ 

was much more than a parody of the sensibilities this 
essay is describing. But it was the so-called ’post-punk’ 
groups that really created the new liturgy of rock — 
Gang Of Four, PiL, The Pop Group, The Raincoats, The 
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in brief electronica 

Reviewed by Ken Hollings 
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15th International 
Composer Festival 

13-16 March 2001 


daring, provocatively 
humorous, often crazy, 
Kagel's music has been at 
the cutting edge for the best 
part of half a century. This 
is the largest-ever British 
festival of his work - and the 
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epiphanies 

Jon Wozencroft follows the light in Joy Division’s darkness 
that led to the UK cassette underground 


Khomeini — then still exiled in France — into power in 
Iran. Which is to say, the cassette culture around groups 
like Joy Division, Throbbing Gristle, Cabaret Voltaire, 

This Heat, etc was markedly political. The current 
equivalents of Napster and MP3 seem anaemic in 
comparison; the desktop democracy means the music 
runs the danger of descending to the same level as one 
of those 'money off' pizza coupons that drops through 






By way of a contrast, imagine this: the 'hottest group 
in the country’ giving away two of their best new songs 
to an obscure label called Sordide Sentimentale in 
France, who then had the audacity to release it in a 

of 1578, and there's no way, 



something, what you lose in the mechanical process 
you gain in the particular rituals of dedicated attention 
and distribution. Rather than the Nick Hornby version of 
cassette compilations captured in High Fidelity, think of 
the speech copying campaign that swept Ayatollah 


Joy Division, Cabaret Voltaire and Throbbing Gristle 
not just alternative, but anti. The music, the way it w 
packaged, the cultural cor 


wanting to continue the narrative with the Touch project 
audiovisual publishers Touch (vwm.touch.demon.co.uk) 
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